
Contact   information:   
Ashleigh   Adams   --    adams@math.ucdavis.edu     (organizer)   
Kyle   Chickering   --    krchickering@ucdavis.edu    (organizer)   
Greg   DePaul   --    gdepaul@ucdavis.edu    (organizer)   
Laura   Starkston   --    lstarkston@ucdavis.edu    (faculty   mentor)  
  

What   is   DRP?   
DRP   stands   for   “Directed   Reading   Program.”   In   this   program,   undergraduate   “mentees”   work   
with   a   graduate   “mentor”   to   discuss   a   reading   on   a   math   topic,   which   goes   beyond   what   you   
would   find   in   standard   courses.   This   provides   an   informal   setting   to   explore   your   mathematical   
interests   and   learn   something   fun.   Similar   programs   are   run   in   many   math   departments   across   
the   country.   
  

Program   Expectations:   
- Weekly   meetings   between   mentor   and   mentee   (~1   hour)   
- Mentee   spends   time   reading/working   out   examples   or   exercises   between   meetings   
- Final   deliverable:   give   a   10   minute   “lightning”   presentation   (alternate   option:   create   a   

blog   post   like   written   summary   of   your   reading)   
- Keep   up   with   your   schoolwork!   DRP   is   an   extracurricular   activity   and   should   not   harm   

your   success   in   your   classes   (for   either   mentor   or   mentee).   
- Ask   for   help   if   you   need   it!   You   can   talk   to   your   mentor,   an   organizer,   or   faculty   mentor   

whenever   something   comes   up.   
  

Suggestions   and   Tips:   
● Set   a   goal   or   sequence   of   goals   for   the   quarter   with   your   mentor,   but   be   flexible   along   

the   way.   
● It   doesn’t   matter   how   many   pages   you   get   through,   as   long   as   you   put   in   dedicated   time   

each   week   trying   to   make   progress,   thinking   about   the   reading,   trying   out   examples,   and   
learning   something   new.   

● HAVE   FUN!   
  

Gatherings:   
We   have   a   dedicated   virtual   space   through   gathertown   where   participants   can   go   to   meet   each   
other   at   any   time:   
  

https://gather.town/i/XMUdgvjT   
  

You   will   get   an   announcement   with   the   time   and   date   if   an   organizer   or   faculty   mentor   will   hold   
scheduled   “office   hours”   or   be   around   in   the   space   to   answer   questions   at   a   specific   time.   
  

There   will   also   be   scheduled   social   hours   in   the   gathertown   for   participants   to   meet   each   other   
and   spend   time   together.   
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